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@tract: Health Hazards of Opcrction Cc.stl.e,T. L. Shipmm, !1.D.,
Health Mvisionj LASL, 6 ik~.rch1953

~ifj is in some’;ht belated reply to JWIJ- i:i~~.o of 13 February 1953.
havepurposely been S1OW in t?.nswerinu,in order that,I mi~ht lxwe full
opportunityto discuss th(~i:l~ttcr thowus$,l witFJthose people whom I
consid~rthe best authorities on t!lcscproblems. “VyConlme]lts will ‘W

g~ner~l rr.th(jrthan specifj.cand will ~erhr.psc:vcr a gJod.d.enlmore
territorytharlVT?.Sactually required ‘o:;:wur rmuest.

AS far as actual health hazards at (lper~t~or,Crstl.c~re concerned, there
is not much one can say oxcspt th?,tth.~:’~~i~-~be ~~:(1.i~-~.rto those at
previousErliwctokopcl-?.tionsonly-more so. T;J possibilities and.the
dangersof fall-out should be no greater thm !~:.sbeen the case in the

T“ritkd,eto~.qtj.onsOf hi’;hjtie~d~-~past. . h(.~~,~l~c:<tr~~le~ydift’icult

to predict the shzpe and Iocatior.of tl-ef-l~l-outpattern. Some
~terial obviously is comin~ (iol:.msolmc’”h.crej..llc~t}]cl~ccan nc;vcrbe
anypositive O.ss.:.rancethe.tsome of t’hiswj.].lnot land on inhabited
islandsor on ships of the Rs!: Forec. If this does llr.gpen,it creates
an annoyin~zsitlmtion, but in all.prob?.bilitynot onc which can in any
wa>?be reg;rded.,~struly hazardous, It must,?22~,c~ittedt[-lqtsome

uncertaintiesreg:rdi.ngthis m:ttcr st~ll.exist, and if ?1.1conditions
were just ri~ht, it ,mi.gh.tbe possible to ~rodlcc P.situation more than
armoyinC,~,tleast in tll.eimeediatm vicimty of t.ihcshot islclnds.

One sj.tuationwhicl-will be somcvhct tii~fercnt from Jm=Jious tests
involvesthe necessitv of havin[ ships of til(>Tns\:Force enter contami-
n.qtedwaters. It is ~ifficult to assess tl’c.a:m’vnto!:trou.blcthis
might cause, but examin:’tionof tinerwtir(cnt tizt:.frcm Operation
Crossroadsindicates th(t the contw:.~r:.tionwhich will be acquired by
Shipsopcratin~ in sue’:waters ,zIfi;rb~ : nu~.sar.cebut will not approach
hazardousconditions.

ON I.-Y
//3.>1 I cu%.%&.I.j, 3A, 4-,.34?/’-.. .._.“> _ . ,.

\>>;\; . . ..

.

BEST COPY AVAlM13~E (~


